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Punctuated with remarkable case studies, this book explores
extraordinary encounters between hermaphrodites--people born with
"ambiguous" sexual anatomy--and the medical and scientific
professionals who grappled with them. Alice Dreger focuses on events
in France and Britain in the late nineteenth century, a moment of great
tension for questions of sex roles. While feminists, homosexuals, and
anthropological explorers openly questioned the natures and purposes
of the two sexes, anatomical hermaphrodites suggested a deeper
question: just how many human sexes are there? Ultimately
hermaphrodites led doctors and scientists to another surprisingly
difficult question: what is sex, really? Hermaphrodites and the Medical
Invention of Sex takes us inside the doctors' chambers to see how and
why medical and scientific men constructed sex, gender, and sexuality
as they did, and especially how the material conformation of
hermaphroditic bodies--when combined with social exigencies--forced
peculiar constructions. Throughout the book Dreger indicates how this
history can help us to understand present-day conceptualizations of
sex, gender, and sexuality. This leads to an epilogue, where the author
discusses and questions the protocols employed today in the treatment
of intersexuals (people born hermaphroditic). Given the history she has
recounted, should these protocols be reconsidered and revised? A
meticulously researched account of a fascinating problem in the history
of medicine, this book will compel the attention of historians,
physicians, medical ethicists, intersexuals themselves, and anyone
interested in the meanings and foundations of sexual identity.
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Sommario/riassunto Cet ouvrage numérique est l’aboutissement d’un programme de
recherche qui s’est consacré à l’élaboration de méthodes et d’outils qui
peuvent nourrir une didactique du paysage. Il est conçu à partir de trois
types de contributions : des articles scientifiques de réflexion sur la
didactique et ses enjeux actuels, des expériences pédagogiques
(proposant des outils, des dispositifs et des ressources) et des textes
guidant la lecture. Cet ouvrage fait dialoguer des auteurs provenant de
contextes de formation divers en Europe : enseignement secondaire,
formation des enseignants, universités, écoles de paysage, formation
continue… Tous partagent le paysage comme objet et outil de
formation, pour décrire, discuter, dessiner, créer le paysage. L’
architecture de cet ouvrage numérique est conçue autour de quatre
axes : le paysage politique et sensible, paysage et projet, paysage et
citoyenneté, didactique commune.
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