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Critics and scholars have long argued that the Renaissance was the
period that gave rise to the modern individual. The Gargantuan Polity
examines political, legal, theological, and literary texts in the late
Middle Ages, to show how individuals were defined by contracts of
mutual obligation, which allowed rulers to hold power due to approval
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of their subjects. Noting how the relationship between rulers and
individuals changed with the rise of absolute monarchy, Michael
Randall provides significant insight into Renaissance culture and
politics by showing how individuals went from being understood in
terms of their objective relations with the community to subjective
beings. By studying this evolution, he challenges the argument that
subjectivity enabled modern political autonomy to come into existence,
and instead argues that subjectivity might have disempowered the
outwardly directed and highly political individuals of the late Middle
Ages. A profound and detailed study of one of the most drastic periods
of change, The Gargantuan Polity will be of interest to scholars of
French literature, the Renaissance, and intellectual history.
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Sommario/riassunto Le cycle de Guiron le Courtois, compose sans doute a partir de 1230 et
en plusieurs etapes, est le dernier grand roman arthurien en prose
francaise a rester inedit. Guiron le Courtois consiste en effet en
plusieurs œuvres caracterisee par une tradition textuelle complexe : le
Meliadus, le Roman de Guiron et la Suite Guiron. Le Meliadus et le
Guiron ont ete concus independamment l'un de l'autre ; en outre, dans
leur etat initial, ils n'ont sans doute jamais ete acheves, ce qui explique
la tradition textuelle assez eclatee et, en particulier, la multitude de «
raccords » et de « suites » destines a combler les interstices. Une
edition critique de l'ensemble du cycle est actuellement en cours. Ceci
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est le premier volume du Roman de Guiron propre, qui en comportera
trois. Le texte est precede d'une introduction, comportant la
description des manuscrits, une analyse de la tradition textuelle, une
etude litteraire, un examen de la langue du manuscrit. Il est suivi de
notes, d'un glossaire et d'un index des noms propres.


