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This book analyzes the consequences that would arise if Germany’s
means-tested unemployment benefits were replaced with an
unconditional basic income. The basic income scheme introduced is
based on a negative income tax and calibrated to be both financially
feasible and compatible with current constitutional legislation. Using
data from the German Socio-Economic Panel (GSOEP) the author
examines the impact of the reform on the household labor supply as
well as on both poverty and inequality measures. It is shown that by
applying reasonable values for both the basic income and the implied
marginal tax rate imposed on earned incomes, efficiency gains can be
reconciled with generally accepted value statements. Furthermore, as
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the proposal includes a universal basic income for families, child
poverty could be reduced considerably. The estimates are based on the
discrete choice approach to labor supply.
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The International Conference on Intelligent Computing (ICIC) was set up
as an annual forum dedicated to emerging and challenging topics in
the various aspects of advances in computational intelligence fields,
such as artificial intelligence, machine learning, bioinformatics, and
computational biology, etc. The goal of this conference was to bring
together researchers from academia and industry as well as
practitioners to share ideas, problems and solutions related to the
multifaceted aspects of intelligent computing. This book constitutes

the proceedings of the International Conference on Intelligent
Computing (ICIC 2005), held in Hefei, Anhui, China, during August 23—
26, 2005. ICIC 2005 received over 2000 submissions from authors in
39 countries and regions. Based on rigorous peer reviews, the Program
Committee selected 563 high-quality papers for presentation at ICIC
2005; of these, 215 papers were published in this book organized into
9 categories, and the other 348 papers were published in five
international journals. The organizers of ICIC 2005 made great efforts
to ensure the success of this conference. We here thank the members
of the ICIC 2005 Advisory Committee for their guidance and advice, the
members of the Program Committee and the referees for reviewing the
papers, and the members of the Publication Committee for checking
and compiling the papers. We would also like to thank the publisher,
Springer, for their support in publishing the proceedings in the Lecture
Notes in Computer Science series. Particularly, we would like to thank
all the authors for contributing their papers.



