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On a historical global turning point, this book offers a thorough
exploration of the “New Sustainability Paradigm”, originally developed
by the Global Scenario Group (GSG) of the Stockholm Environmental
Institute (SEI) as a starting point for analyzing real-life transitions and
transformations. 11 contributors from 5 continents present detailed
analyses of economic and political transitions in Western and Eastern
Europe, the USA, the Middle East, and in Asia, discussing the role of
different players in the implementation of the New Sustainability
Paradigm. Part | offers an overview of the six scenarios developed by
the GSG and a short discussion of significant papers published by the
Great Transition Initiative (GTI) of the Tellus Institute. Next come
examples of dramatic historical and current transitions in Western
Europe, the USA, Eastern Europe, the Middle East (Arabian Spring), and
Asia, as well as an analysis of the potential of humankind to manage a
great transition to the new sustainability paradigm. Subsequent
chapters highlight the role of culture and education and review the role
of different players for the implementation of the new sustainability
paradigm. The focus of Part Il is on the ecological pillar of
Sustainability. The discussion includes urgent ecological problems
including climate engineering, eco-criminality, bioterrorism,
biodiversity protection, water, energy, and food security. Part Il deals
with needed innovations in sustainable waste management and
sustainable city architecture, especially big cities in developing and
threshold countries, where a significant part of the world population is
concentrated. The fourth and final section offers an analysis of insights
developed throughout the book, and outlines recommendations for the
implementation of the New Sustainability Paradigm by civil society,
grass-root movements, scholars, politically neutral NGOs, sincere
media players, and by open-minded and enlightened politicians to
manage and steer the Great Transition towards sustainable global
democracy.
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The Annual International Computing and Combinatorics Conference is
an annual forum for exploring research, development, and novel
applications of computing and combinatorics. It brings together
researchers, professionals and industrial practitioners to interact and
exchange knowledge, ideas and progress. Thetopics covermost aspects
oftheoreticalcomputer scienceand combinatorics related to computing.
The 13th Annual International Computing and Com- natorics
Conference (COCOON 2007) was held in Ban?, Alberta during July 16—
19, 2007. This was the ?rst time that COCOON was held in Canada. We



received 165 submissions, among which 11 were withdrawn for various
reasons. The remaining 154 submissions under full consideration came
from 33 countries and regions: Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, the
Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hong
Kong, India, Iran, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan, the Netherlands, Norway,
Pakistan, Poland, Romania, R- sia, Slovakia, South Korea, Spain,
Sweden, Switzerland, Taiwan, Turkey, the UK, the USA, and the US
minor outlying islands.
Afterasixweekperiodofcarefulreviewinganddiscussions,theprogramc-
mittee accepted 51 submissions for oral presentation at the
conference. Based on the a?liations, 1. 08 of the accepted papers were
from Australia, 7. 67 from Canada, 3. 08 from China, 1 from the Czech
Republic, 2 from Denmark, 1 from France, 5. 42 from Germany, 0. 08
from Greece, 2. 18 from Hong Kong, 0. 33 from India, 0. 17 from
Ireland, 1. 83 from Israel, 1. 5fromltaly,2. 9 from Japan, 0. 17 from the
Netherlands, 2. 67 from Norway, O.



