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This book provides a more rational and systematic explanation for the
origin and evolution of the Chinese narrative tradition, based on
studies of Chinese literary classics, local culture and items such as
bronze wares and porcelain vessels with “portrayed stories.” By doing
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so, it uncovers forgotten interconnections and reestablishes obscured
or unacknowledged lines of descent. Furthermore, it makes an initial
study of acoustic narrative. Going beyond the field of literature, it
employs tools and materials from diverse fields such as anthropology,
religious studies, mythology, linguistics, semiotics, folklore and local
culture. The book also offers an archeological inquiry into the
knowledge found in various narrative texts, objects with “portrayed
stories” and perceptions with “relevant plots.” Providing a wealth of
insights, inspiring investigative methods and practical tools that can be
applied in narrative studies, the book is an essential resource for
researchers and students in the fields of comparative literature,
narratology and ancient Chinese literature.


