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This book offers new perspectives of transdisciplinary research, in
methodological as well as theoretical respects. It provides insights in
the two-fold bio-physical and the socio-cultural global embeddedness
of local living conditions on the basis of selected empirical studies from
Latin America, Asia, Africa, Australia, and Europe. The theoretical
foundations of ecological research and sustainability policies were
developed at the end of the nineteenth century. They are largely based
on investigations of living spaces, and the evolution and differentiation
of varied life forms. This perspective is embedded in the practical and
theoretical European problem situations of the past and lacks social
and cultural differentiation. The transformation of spatial and natural
relations as a result of the globalization process is so radical that new
theories are needed to solve 21st century ecological problems.
Moreover, in view of the lack of an ontologically sound and promising
strategy for transdisciplinary problem solving, as well as an acceptable
consideration of the power of cultural schemas relating to natural
living’s interpretations, there is a strong need to focus on sustainable
social practices, habits, and routines, rather than on predominantly
living spaces or eco-topes. This book elaborates on the
transdisciplinary approach by reflecting on the theoretical heritage and
a global perspective of sustainability, by focusing on the primary role of
a social approach in sustainability research, and by putting emphasis
on cultural dimension of sustainability. It postulates that global
sustainability is grounded in a global understanding of our everyday
activities.


