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Ron Robin takes an intriguing look at the shifting nature of academic
and public discourse in this incisive consideration of recent academic
scandals-including charges of plagiarism against Stephen Ambrose,
Derek Freeman's attempt to debunk Margaret Mead's research, Michael
Bellesiles's alleged fabrication of an early America without weapons,
Joseph Ellis's imaginary participation in major historical events of the
1960's, Napoleon Chagnon's creation and manipulation of a "Stone Age
people," and accusations that Nobel Peace Prize winner Rigoberta
MenchU's testimony on the Maya holocaust was in part fiction. Scandals
and Scoundrels makes the case that, contrary to popular imagery, we're
not living in particularly deviant times and there is no fundamental flaw
permeating a decadent academy. Instead, Robin argues, latter-day
scandals are media events, tailored for the melodramatic and
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sensationalist formats of mass mediation. In addition, the contentious
and uninhibited nature of cyber debates fosters acrimonious exposure.
Ron convincingly demonstrates that scandals are part of a necessary
process of rule making and reinvention rather than a symptom of the
bankruptcy of the scientific enterprise.
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Evolutionary computation (EC) techniques are e?cient, nature-inspired



me- ods based on the principles of natural evolution and genetics. Due
to their - ciency and simple underlying principles, these methods can
be used for a diverse rangeofactivitiesincludingproblemsolving,
optimization,machinelearningand pattern recognition. A large and
continuously increasing number of researchers and professionals make
use of EC techniques in various application domains. This volume
presents a careful selection of relevant EC examples combined with a
thorough examination of the techniques used in EC. The papers in the
volume illustrate the current state of the art in the application of EC

and should help and inspire researchers and professionals to develop
e?cient EC methods for design and problem solving. All papers in this
book were presented during EvoApplications 2010, which included a
range of events on application-oriented aspects of EC. Since 1998,
EvoApplications — formerly known as EvoWorkshops — has provided a
unique opportunity for EC researchers to meet and discuss application
aspects of EC and has been an important link between EC research and
its application in a variety of domains. During these 12 years, new
events have arisen, some have disappeared,
whileothershavematuredtobecomeconferencesoftheirown,such as
EuroGP in 2000, EvoCOP in 2004, and EvoBIO in 2007. And from this
year, EvoApplications has become a conference as well.
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We are currently witnessing a proliferation in parallel and distributed
processing technologies and applications. However, more new
technologies have ushered in unprecented challenges to the research
community across the range of high-performance computing, multi-
core microprocessor architecture, networks and pervasive computing,
as well as new paradigm computing issues. APPT 2007 was sponsored
by the China Computer Federation, in cooperation with TCPP of the
Institute for Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE). The highly
positive responses to the previous APPT workshops encouraged us to
continue this international event. This year, APPT was upgraded to the
International Symposium on Advanced Parallel Processing
Technologies. However, it kept its traditional flavor by sharing of the
underlying theories and applications, and the establishment of new and
long-term collaborative channels. And it will continue to provide a
forum for researchers, professionals, and industrial practitioners from
around the world to report on new advances in high-performance
architecture and software, as well as to identify issues and directions
for research and development in the new era of evolving technologies.
The success of APPT 2007 was a result of the hard work and planning
of a large group of renowned researchers from around the world, who
served on the Technical Program Committee and the Organizing
Committee. Their invaluable efforts in developing this technical
program are most gratefully acknowledged. In particular, we would like
to thank the Program Co-chairs, Xin Chen, Xuejun Yang, and Albert Y.
Zomaya.



