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In Colonial Impotence, Benoît Henriet studies the violent contradictions
of colonial rule from the standpoint of the Leverville concession,
Belgian Congo’s largest palm oil exploitation. Leverville was imagined
as a benevolent tropical utopia, whose Congolese workers would be
"civilized" through a paternalist machinery. However, the concession
was marred by inefficiency, endemic corruption and intrinsic brutality.
Colonial agents in the field could be seen as impotent, for they were
both unable and unwilling to perform as expected. This book offers a
new take on the joint experience of colonialism and capitalism in
Southwest Congo, and sheds light on their impact on local
environments, bodies, societies and cosmogonies.
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This book constitutes the refereed proceedings of the 10th
International Work-Conference on Artificial Neural Networks, IWANN
2009, held in Salamanca, Spain in June 2009. The 167 revised full
papers presented together with 3 invited lectures were carefully
reviewed and selected from over 230 submissions. The papers are
organized in thematic sections on theoretical foundations and models;
learning and adaptation; self-organizing networks, methods and
applications; fuzzy systems; evolutionary computation and genetic
algoritms; pattern recognition; formal languages in linguistics; agents
and multi-agent on intelligent systems; brain-computer interfaces
(bci); multiobjetive optimization; robotics; bioinformatics; biomedical
applications; ambient assisted living (aal) and ambient intelligence (ai);
other applications.


