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River Cities in Asia uncovers the intimate relationship between rivers
and cities in Asia from a multi-disciplinary perspective in the
humanities and the social sciences. As rivers have shaped human
settlement patterns, economies, culture and rituals, so too have
humans impacted the flow and health of rivers. In Asia, the sheer scale
of urbanization increases the urgency of addressing challenges facing
urban rivers, leading to the importance of historically, socially, and
culturally relevant solutions. However, cities are also uneven landscapes
of power, affecting chances to achieve holistic ecological approaches.
The central premise of River Cities in Asia is that a “river city” is one
where proximity between a river and a city exists across time and
space, natural and social dimensions. Recognition of these deep
connections can help to better contextualize policy solutions aimed at
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rivers and their ecologies, including human life.
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The two-volume set LNCS 5601 and LNCS 5602 constitutes the
refereed proceedings of the Third International Work-Conference on
the Interplay between Natural and Artificial Computation, IWINAC 2009,
held in Santiago de Compostela, Spain, in June 2009. The 108 revised
papers presented are thematically divided into two volumes. The first
volume includes papers relating the most recent collaborations with
Professor Mira and contributions mainly related with theoretical,
conceptual and methodological aspects linking AI and knowledge
engineering with neurophysiology, clinics and cognition. The second
volume contains all the contributions connected with biologically
inspired methods and techniques for solving AI and knowledge
engineering problems in different application domains.


