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This reference, in its second edition, contains more than 7,500
polymeric material terms, including the names of chemicals, processes,
formulae, and analytical methods that are used frequently in the
polymer and engineering fields. In view of the evolving partnership
between physical and life sciences, this title includes an appendix of
biochemical and microbiological terms (thus offering previously
unpublished material, distinct from all competitors.) Each succinct entry
offers a broadly accessible definition as well as cross-references to
related terms. Where appropriate to enhance clarity further, the
volume's definitions may also offer equations, chemical structures, and
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other figures. The new interactive software facilitates easy access to a
large database of chemical structures (2D/3D-view), audio files for
pronunciation, polymer science equations and many more.
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This handbook provides an empirically rich analysis of referendums in
Europe from the end of the Second World War to the present. It
addresses a range of perennial theoretical and legal questions that face
policy-makers when they offer citizens the chance to take or influence
decisions by referendum, not least whether to accept the 'will of the
people'. Taking a multi-disciplinary approach, drawing on historical,
philosophical and political science perspectives, the book includes a
contextual section on the history of referendums, the theoretical
questions underpinning their use, and on constitutional and legal
questions about the use of referendums. The empirical sections are
divided into those referendums that focus on domestic issues, such as
constitutional matters or questions of social policy, and those related
to the European Union, including membership referendums and treaty
ratification. Julie Smith is Reader in European Politics in the Department
of Politics and International Studies at the University of Cambridge, UK,
and a Fellow in Politics at Robinson College.


