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Book 4 of Lucan's epic contrasts Europe with Africa.  At the battle of
Lerida (Spain), a violent storm causes the local rivers to flood the plain
between the two hills where the opposing armies are camped. Asso's
commentary traces Lucan's reminiscences of early Greek tales of
creation, when Chaos held the elements in indistinct confusion.  This
primordial broth sets the tone for the whole book.  After the battle, the
scene switches to the Adriatic shore of Illyricum (Albania), and finally to
Africa, where the proto-mythical water of the beginning of the book
cedes to the dryness of the desert.  The narrative unfolds against the
background of the War of the Elements. The Spanish deluge is replaced
by the desiccated desolation of Africa. The commentary contrasts the
representations of Rome with Africa and explores the significance of
Africa as a space contaminated by evil, but which remains an integral
part of Rome. Along with Lucan's other geographic and natural-
scientific discussions, Africa's position as a part of the Roman world is
painstakingly supported by astronomic and geographic erudition in
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Lucan's blending of scientific and mythological discourse.  The poet is a
visionary who supports his truth claims by means of scientific
discourse.
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Traditional and Modern Leadership -- Chapter 15: Russia: Powerful
Moderation -- Chapter 16: "Top Fives" of Chairing a Board in Europe --
Chapter 17:- The Future Role of the Chair in Europe.
Leading a Board provides highly relevant insights on dealing with
challenges every chairman faces. Dr. Andreas Jacobs, Chairman of
INSEAD Board, Member of Jacobs Holding AG Board An insightful, well-
researched and crafted book, which demystifies the practice and art of
good Chairmanship. -Helen Pitcher OBE, Governance Expert and
Chairman Public, Private and Charitable Sectors A "must read" for
anyone contemplating taking on the responsibilities of chairing a
board. -Bryan K. Sanderson, CBE, Chairman and Founding Director of
Home Renaissance Foundation, Chair of Low Pay Commission and
Chairman of Florence Nightingale Foundation This book represents the
first cross-country study of the work of board chairs in Europe. It
focuses on what board leaders actually do, rather than what they
should do, and elaborates on a conceptual contingency framework for
understanding chairs' work in Europe. In this second edition, 18
experts from 14 European countries interviewed more than 300 chairs,
CEOs, directors and shareholders to detect and compare specific
practices and instruments that chairs use to deal with various
challenges. Researchers also assessed the impact of the COVID-19
pandemic on the work of chairs and the boards they lead. The book
benefits incumbent and future chairs, directors, shareholders, CEOs,
executives and regulators in developing a systemic understanding of
the work of a chair in the European business context and gaining
insights into how the leader of the board deals with specific challenges.


