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This book offers the first comprehensive study of Spanish foreign
policy since 2000. Based on privileged access to some of Spain’s most
important foreign policy actors – including Prime Minister José Luis
Rodríguez Zapatero and Foreign Minister Miguel Ángel Moratinos – the
book offers an insider account of how Spanish foreign policy was
shaped within the context of international diplomacy. It offers crucial
new insights into the foreign policy of the PSOE governments (Spanish
Socialist Workers' Party, 2004 to 2011). The volume considers the
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changes on the international stage since the fall of the Berlin Wall in
1989, showing how regional conflicts and tensions affected the policy
agendas of the West. To increase security and prosperity at home, the
2004 Spanish socialist government reasoned that they could no longer
rely exclusively on unilateral measures, old Cold War alliances or a
‘Spain-first’ approach. Against the backdrop of this changing world,
the book explores the concept of ‘effective multilateralism’ put forward
by the PSOE, in which Spain abandoned its hitherto unconditional
support for the US and instead engaged in a series of multilateral
collaborations with regions around the world. Above all, this study
seeks to provide a new international history of contemporary Spain,
demonstrating how domestic changes intersected with global
transformations, and put forward the argument that diplomacy works. .


