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From the beginning it was a key priority of the first president of the
Federal Republic of Germany to reply personally to many of the
hundreds of letters he received every day from individual citizens. In
Heuss' correspondence with them, important themes of postwar society
in the context of collapse and reconstruction, restoration and new
beginning are evident. Heuss' letters were friendly in tone and written
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tended to be lecturesome and contentious. The letters provide insight
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This book constitutes the refereed proceedings of the joint conference
on Machine Learning and Knowledge Discovery in Databases: ECML
PKDD 2009, held in Bled, Slovenia, in September 2009. The 106 papers



presented in two volumes, together with 5 invited talks, were carefully
reviewed and selected from 422 paper submissions. In addition to the
regular papers the volume contains 14 abstracts of papers appearing in
full version in the Machine Learning Journal and the Knowledge
Discovery and Databases Journal of Springer. The conference intends to
provide an international forum for the discussion of the latest high
quality research results in all areas related to machine learning and
knowledge discovery in databases. The topics addressed are
application of machine learning and data mining methods to real-world
problems, particularly exploratory research that describes novel
learning and mining tasks and applications requiring non-standard
techniques.


