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This book provides an early exploration of the new field of disaster
bioethics: examining the ethical issues raised by disasters. Healthcare



ethics issues are addressed in the first part of this book. Large-scale
casualties lead to decisions about who to treat and who to leave
behind, cultural challenges, and communication ethics. The second part
focuses on disaster research ethics. With the growing awareness of the
need for evidence to guide disaster preparedness and response, more
research is being conducted in disasters. Any research involving
humans raises ethical questions and requires appropriate regulation
and oversight. The authors explore how disaster research can take
account of survivors? vulnerability, informed consent, the sudden onset
of disasters, and other ethical issues. Both parts examine ethical
challenges where seeking to do good, harm can be done. Faced with
overwhelming needs and scarce resources, no good solution may be
apparent. But choosing the less wrong option can have a high price. In
addition, what might seem right at home may not be seen to be right
elsewhere. This book provides in-depth and practical reflection on
these and other challenging ethical questions arising during disasters.
Scholars and practitioners who gathered at the Brocher Foundation in
Geneva, Switzerland in 2011 offer their reflections to promote further
dialogue so that those devastated by disasters are respected by being
treated in the most ethically sou nd ways possible.



