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1. Introduction -- 2. Some Introductory Thoughts -- Part |. The

European "Postwar Consensus" and the European Project -- 3. The
Origins of the Idea of European Integration: A German Perspective -- 4.
The European "Postwar Consensus" and the Birth of the EEC -- 5 "Large
Switzerland" or "Large France"? The Ordoliberals and Early European
Integration -- 6. Hayek's Europe: The Austrian School and European
Federalism -- 7. The Monnet Method and the Obsolescence of the EU

-- Part Il. The Evolution of the European Project in the 1980s: How
Liberalisation Affected Europe -- 8. The Re-launching of European
Integration in the 1980s, Ideas and Policies -- 9. Evaluating Mrs.
Thatcher's Reforms: Britain's 1980s Economic Reform Program -- 10.
The Rocky Road to European Monetary Union: A German Perspective --
Part 1ll. Our Current Predicament -- 11. The Euro in Perspective -- 12.
Dealing with the Covid Debt Overhang -- 13. Globalization and Its

Critics -- 14. The Great Recession and the Future of the EU.

Was the European Union ever a liberal dream? How did the common
market impact the liberalization in its member states? Has the EU
fostered more or less economic freedom in the Old Continent? This
book explores the intellectual and political genesis of the European
Union, focusing especially on its relationship to classical liberalism. It
explains how the new enthusiasm for liberalization associated with
Reagan and Thatcher helped revive the European project in the 1980s,
while providing some insights on the current challenges Europe is
facing as a result of the financial crisis and the Covid-19 pandemic.
The contributors highlight the role of liberal, pro-market ideas played

in shaping the EU, the single market and the euro, and how these
should be coming into play again if the European project is to be
reanimated. This volume originates from a conference the Italian think
tank Istituto Bruno Leoni hosted in 2019 and is dedicated to Alberto
Giovannini (1955-2019). Giovannini was an influential macroeconomist
and financial economist. His vast legacy of studies and ideas prompted
this book in his honor, on the occasion of his untimely passing away. .
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Introduction: Rethinking Ambiguity -- Part One: Considering Context
and Convention -- 1. Difficulty of Explanation: The Enigmatic Vase
Shots in Late Spring -- 2. Perplexing Style: The Programmatic Editing
Strategy of Ten -- 3. Appropriateness of Clarification: Analytical
Découpage and the Reductive Viewpoint -- Part Two: Reading in Detall
-- 4. Depth of Suggestion: The Demonstrative Gestures in In a Lonely
Place -- 5. Uncertainty of Understanding: The Unsettling Direct Look in
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This book defends an account of ambiguity which illuminates the
aesthetic possibilities of film and the nature of film criticism. Ambiguity
typically describes the condition of multiple meanings. But we can find
multiple meanings in what appears unambiguous to us. So, what makes
ambiguity ambiguous? This study argues that a sense of uncertainty is
vital to the concept. Ambiguity is what presses us to inquire into our
puzzlement over a movie, to persistently ask "why is it as it is?"
Notably, this account of the concept is also an account of its criticism.

It recognises that a satisfying assessment of what is ambiguous



involves both our reason and doubt; that is, reason and doubt can work
together in our practice of reading. This book, then, considers
ambiguity as a form of reasonable doubt, one that invites us to reflect
on our critical efforts, rethinking the operation of film criticism. .



