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1. Introduction: Wax Concepts -- 2. Wax Seals: Gendered Relations in
Shakespeare -- 3. Wax Minds: Writing Subjectivity and Agency in
Hamlet and The Atheist’s Tragedy -- 4. Wax Patterning: Cavendish and
the Physics of Wax -- 5. Wax Arts: Projects of Transformation in
Webster’s The Duchess of Malfi and Donne’s Sappho to Philaenis -- 6.
Wax Hybrids: Re-thinking Subjects and Objects in Ovid, Paré,
Descartes, and Spenser -- 7. Epilogue: A Figure of Wax.

This book explores the role of wax as an important conceptual material
used to work out the nature and limits of the early modern human. By
surveying the use of wax in early modern cultural spaces such as the
stage and the artist’s studio and in literary and philosophical texts,
including those by William Shakespeare, John Donne, René Descartes,
Margaret Cavendish, and Edmund Spenser, this book shows that wax is
a flexible material employed to define, explore, and problematize a

wide variety of early modern relations including the relationship of man
and God, man and woman, mind and the world, and man and machine.






