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This book provides essential information on the morphology, biology,
phytochemistry, pharmaceutical prospects, evolution, phylogeny,
biogeography, and taxonomy of Paris (Melanthiaceae), a
morphologically distinctive plant genus with great economic
importance. Since the establishment of this genus, 70 species and 24
subspecific taxa have been described, resulting in considerable
confusion in species delimitation. In this book, the taxonomy of all
described taxa is carefully revised. Based on multi-disciplinary
evidences, a revised classification system of Paris containing five
sections is outlined. Every species is provided with a concise but
diagnostic description, a color illustration, photographs that highlight
distinguishing characters, examined specimens and distribution range.
The interspecific relationships are clarified with an identification key.
This monograph offers taxonomists, evolutionary biologists, ecologists,
horticulturalists, phytochemists, and practitioners a thorough and up-
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to-date overview about this interesting plant group. It is equally
valuable for undergraduate and graduate students, teachers and
professionals engaged in related fields.
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This book is the first monograph of its kind in the academic world
which comprehensively expounds the new methodology of humanities.
The quadruple-evidence method is one which integrates quadruple-
evidences to open up new horizon for interpretation of ancient culture



in the three-dimensional manner. The first layer of evidence refers to
documents passed down from the past; the second layer of evidence
refers to local written materials; the third layer of evidence includes
oral legends of anthropology and folklore and etiquette in the living
folk customs; the fourth layer of evidence refers to those ancient
objects and images either unearthed in archaeological excavations or
handed down from the past. The book consists of theoretical
explorations and their applications in individual cases. While the first
part studies the academic evolution, theory and methodological value
of the quadruple-evidence method, the second part, in using the
method in different cases, explores different historical and cultural
phenomena in the history of China, attempting to extend the frontier of
the origin of civilization from the approach of mythological study.



