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“In this book, Rick ledema shows with profound analytical precision the
existential strength of ‘being moved’ and being affected. Departing
from a life being shattered, the books exposes with the help of
Spinoza, Sloterdijk, and others, the many dimensions of ‘becoming’.
Written during the COVID-19 crisis and extreme bushfires a short
distance away, the book is a plea for new ‘structures of feeling’ and for
a new way of doing social science research. The book’s argument is
that today’s complexity and pace of change are too intense to be
adequately represented purely by distanced and objectifying analysis.
His discussion at the end of the book about potentiation and
anthropotechnics shows us the way towards personal and intellectual
courage: one that allows uncertainty and nurtures emergent kinds of
sense, knowledge and intelligence.” — Jessica Mesman, Maastricht
University, Maastricht, The Netherlands This book’s main message is to
advocate for a collaborative, affective, visualised and future-oriented
research agenda. The book finds its inspiration in “the chasm [that
separates] philosophising about being shattered and thinking that is
shattered” (Heidegger 1946, Letter on Humanism). To explore this
chasm, the book journeys through a range of psychological and
posthuman perspectives on affect and becoming. The aim of this
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journey is to reconcile shattered thinking-feeling with Spinoza’s ethics
according to which ‘our capacity to be affected determines our capacity
to act’. The book elaborates this capacity to become in terms of our
uniquely human propensity to experiment with counter-intuitive
inversions: in this case, to call to account that which is affected, rather
than that which affects. The book will appeal to students and
academics working in the fields of alternative research methods, the
social sciences, and organisation studies. Rick ledema is Professor and
Director of the Centre for Team-based Practice and Learning in Health
Care at King's College London, UK. His main research interests include
interprofessional collaboration and communication and service users’
involvement in practice development. He has pioneered innovative
organisational and healthcare communication research methodologies,
including video-reflexive ethnography.
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Iskandar, Alexander : Oriental geography and romantic poetry / Kitty
Scoular Datta -- 'Oriental gothic' : the medieval past in the colonial
encounter / Ananya Jahanara Kabir -- The limits of Orientalism :
classical Indian dance and the discourse of heritage / Pallabi
Chakravorty -- 'Truth is, at the moment, here' : Adrienne Rich and the
ghazal / Sonali Barua -- Two Occidental heroines through Oriental eyes
/ Prodosh Bhattacharya -- Orientalism and its other(s) : re-reading
Marx on india / Chandreyee Niyogi -- Reading 'the poverty of India’ : a
critical engagement with the Saidian interpretation of Orientalism /
Sudeshna Banerjee -- Imaging the nature of the Orient : some
contradictions behind colonial forest policies in India / Subhasis Biswas
-- Can we cross the chasm? : agency and Orientalist discourse in the
colonial Tamil context / Perundevi Srinivasan -- The 'octopodal idea’ :
Vincent Smith, Oxford University Press and the histories of India / Rimi
B. Chatterjee -- Undreamt by tyrants and orthodoxies : Edward Said,
Orientalism and the politics of cyberspace -- David Ewick.

Revised version of papers presented at the International Conference:
Rereading Orientalism, held at Kolkata in August 2004.



