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This book makes Relevance Theory (RT) relevant for L2 teachers and L2
teacher educators, in particular those working in foreign language
teaching contexts. L2 classroom discourse data collected in seven
research projects in the years 1984 — 2004 are reinterpreted in this

book in the light of Relevance Theory - a theory of interpretation of the
incoming messages. In this perspective the teachers’ input for

instructed L2 learners facilitates shifts in the learners’ attention from
meaning to form and vice versa. Such shifts of attention, according to
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Relevance Theory, change the level of expected optimal relevance of
classroom communication, either focusing the students on form-
oriented communication (accuracy), on meaning-oriented
communication (fluency) or on meaning and form-oriented
communication (fluency combined with accuracy). The latter is
considered optimal for L2 learning/acquisition. Apart from the main
focus on the relevance-theoretic interpretation of the teachers’ input,
the book presents an overview of other theoretical approaches to the
question of input for instructed L2 learners: the SLA approach, the
communicative L2 teaching perspective, and the L2 classroom
discourse approach.
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Introduction: The Nation and its Metaphors / Javier Moreno Luzon and
Xose M. Nunez Seixas -- History and National Myth / Jose Alvarez
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Spain / Javier Moreno Luzon and Xose M. Nunez Seixas -- The
Republic, or Spain Freed from Itself / Angel Duarte -- "The King of all
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"The history of twentieth-century Spanish nationalism is a complex
one, placing a set of famously distinctive regional identities against a
backdrop of religious conflict, separatist violence, and the autocratic
rule of Francisco Franco. And despite the undeniably political character
of that story, cultural history can also provide essential insights into the
subject. Metaphors of Spain brings together leading historians to
examine Spanish nationalism through its diverse and complementary
cultural artifacts, from ‘formal’ representations such as the flag to
music, bullfighting, and other more diffuse examples. Together they
describe not a Spanish national 'essence,' but a nationalism that is
constantly evolving and accommodates multiple interpretations"--
Provided by publisher.
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