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This book provides the first systematic study on three types of
incentives for organ donation. It covers extensive research conducted
in four culturally different societies: Hong Kong, mainland China, Iran
and the United States, and shows on the basis of the research that a
new model of incentives can be constructed to enhance organ donation
in contemporary societies. The book focuses on three types of
incentives: honorary incentives, commonly adopted in the United States
and other Western countries by offering things such as a thank-you
card and a memorial park for donors to encourage donations motivated
by pure altruism; compensationalist incentives, adopted in the Islamic
Republic of Iran to encourage donation by providing monetary
compensation to unrelated living donors for appreciating their altruistic
contribution of donation; and familist incentives, implemented in Israel
and mainland China to provide priority to organ transplantation to
donors and/or their family members. The book demonstrates that a
new model of incentives must go beyond offering only one type of
incentives and should rather include different types of incentives that
are practically effective, politically legitimate and ethically justifiable for
particular societies. This implies that suitable incentive measures may
vary from society to society to optimize organ donation. This book
provides a clear reference for both the scholars and practitioners in the
field of organ transplantation, as well as for general readers interested
in bioethics and health care policy.


