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"Black and Brown Planets embarks on a timely exploration of the
American obsession with color in its look at the sometimes contrary
intersections of politics and race in science fiction. The contributors
explore science fiction worlds of possibility , lifting blacks, Latin
Americans, and indigenous peoples out from the background of this
historically white genre. This collections considers the role of race and
ethnicity in our visions of the future. The first section emphasizes the
political elements of black identity portrayed in science fiction from
black America to the vast reaches of interstellar space. In the next
section, analysis of indigenous science fiction addresses the effects of
colonization, helps discard the emotional and psychological baggage
carried from its impact, and recovers ancestral traditions in order to
adapt in a pot-Native-apocalyptic world. Likewise, this section explores
the affinity between science fiction and subjectivity in Latin American
cultures from the role of science and industrialization to the effects of
being in and moving between two cultures. By infusing more color into
this otherwise monochrome genre, Black and Brown Planets imagines
alternate racial galaxies in which people of color determine human
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This Selected Issues paper examines several real sector issues,
including estimates of potential output, the effect of Intel's withdrawal
on gross domestic product (GDP), labor market and inequality and
electricity prices in Costa Rica. The production function approach
shows that the main drivers of fluctuations in GDP growth are total
factor productivity (TFP) and labor supply. These results on TFP,
however, should be interpreted with caution. The TFP measure is a
residual—the difference between output growth and the growth in the
quantity (and quality) of inputs. Estimates suggest that potential GDP
growth is about 4.3 percent, the output gap is broadly closed, and
Intel’s withdrawal will lower real GDP growth in about 1/2 percentage
point. Significant wage premia are identified across public versus
private sectors and some evidence of intergenerational inequality is
also presented. Electricity tariffs are found to be regionally competitive
albeit with inefficiencies in their determination.



