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Vladimir Sorokin is the most prominent and the most controversial
contemporary Russian writer. Having emerged as a prose writer in
Moscow's artistic underground in the late 1970s and early 80s, he
became visible to a broader Russian audience only in the mid-1990s,
with texts shocking the moralistic expectations of traditionally minded
readers by violating not only Soviet ideological taboos, but also
injecting vulgar language, sex, and violence into plots that the
postmodernist Sorokin borrowed from nineteenth-century literature
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and Socialist Realism. Sorokin became famous when the Putin youth
organization burned his books in 2002 and he picked up neo-
nationalist and neo-imperialist discourses in his dystopian novels of
the 2000s and 2010s, making him one of the fiercest critics of Russia's
"new middle ages," while remaining steadfast in his dismantling of
foreign discourses.
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In Confusion, some of Australia's foremost political historians including
Judith Brett and Stuart Macintyre revisit the seminal moment when
liberals threw in their lot with the conservatives. In May 1909, Alfred
Deakin, the radical liberal doyen, struck an agreement for a
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controversial 'fusion' with the anti-Labor factions, with the new
grouping later adopting the name 'Liberal Party'. After a heated
campaign, Labor won the 1910 election, forming the first majority
government in the history of the Commonwealth. The Australian party
system—as we still largely know it one hundred years on—had
crystallised. How had this occurred? For most of the previous decade
Labor and Deakin had been allies. Was the anti-Labor alliance the
inevitable outcome of middle-class men rallying against the growing
electoral might of the workers' party? What were the long-term
consequences for both sides of politics? With Labor in power federally
and in all but one state, the non-Labor side of politics has been
plunged into a period of introspection about its coalition arrangements,
and about the legitimate traditions of Australian liberalism. Can the
current Liberals learn from the events of a century ago?


