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The addition of lasers to the surgical armamentarium of
otolaryngology-head and neck surgery has allowed our specialty to
offer patients new and exciting ways of approaching disease
management, to improve on conventional surgical techniques, and to
expand its scope. While certain distinct advantages are associated with
the use of lasers in otolaryngology-head and neck surgery, these must
be weighed up against the possible complications of laser surgery.
Thirty-one years have passed since Jako and Strong first introduced the
carbon dioxide laser, and its applications in the upper aerodigestive
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