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Introduction -- Academic discourses : interdisciplinary perspectives on
fatherhood -- Diversity of styles in sharing parenting -- A diversity of
paths : what influenced men and women to move toward sharing
parenting -- Guiding light : foundations for sharing parenting -- Tag-
team parenting and the mechanisms of sharing parenting -- The dance
of father involvement : men's and women's connected experiences --
Sharing parenting and the reciprocal revisioning of fatherhood and
motherhood -- Sharing parenting : possibilities to inform alternative
discourse -- Revisiting dominant discourses and final reflections :
implications of taking a different view.

This qualitative study of 18 shared parenting couples explores men's
and women's resourcefulness as they create together alternatives to
traditional parenting patterns. Narrative accounts show a diversity of
possible ways to organize family life so both mothers and fathers can
be active in parenting. The many strategies followed by these couples -
including tag-team parenting, interchangeability of roles, and division
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of labor - share a flexibility which challenges the many researchers who
are fixated on static models of gendered family life.
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