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From Wal-Mart drag parties to renegade Homemaker's Clubs, Out in
the Country offers an unprecedented contemporary account of the lives
of today's rural queer youth. Mary L. Gray maps out the experiences of
young people living in small towns across rural Kentucky and along its
desolate Appalachian borders, providing a fascinating and often
surprising look at the contours of gay life beyond the big city. Gray
illustrates that, against a backdrop of an increasingly impoverished and
privatized rural America, LGBT youth and their allies visibly--and often
vibrantly--work the boundaries of the public spaces available to them,
whether in the high schools, publc libraries, town hall meetings,
churches, or through websites.
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Coming is a lyrical, erudite examination of the French notion of
jouissance. How did jouissance evolve from referring to the pleasure of
possessing a material thing (property, wealth) to the pleasure of
orgasm, from appropriation to dis-appropriation, from consumption to
consummation? The philosophers Adèle van Reeth and Jean-Luc Nancy
engage in a lively dialogue, ranging from consumerism to video games
to mysticism and from Spinoza, Hegel, andAugustine to the Marquis de
Sade, Marguerite Duras, and Henry Miller. Four additional essays are
new to the American edition.
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