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Concerns about the human body and soul, and their relationship to the
world around us, are as old as Western Culture itself. Beyond
philosophy and theology, these sorts of preoccupations have also
marked the arts, literature, and poetry; and to be sure, they have
influenced Western culture, and have marked westerners’ imaginations
and our everyday understanding of human nature. This book considers
various ways in which the body is, and has been, addressed and
depicted over time, and it is also a reflection on the ways in which the
very spaces that we design and inhabit likewise reflect perceived ideas
and misconceptions about the human body.


