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Counselling technigues that can help families regain control and causes
of families breaking up are among the topics explored in this
ethnographic account of therapeutic sessions. Two very different views
of what a family is and how it becomes “out of control' emerge,

resulting in vastly different therapeutic approaches. Gubrium
compares two family counselling facilities - a community outpatient
centre and a private family-focused psychiatric hospital - which have
radically different concepts of the family. One setting examines a
family's system including hidden structures, power



