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Item response theory has become an essential component in the toolkit
of every researcher in the behavioral sciences. It provides a powerful
means to study individual responses to a variety of stimuli, and the
methodology has been extended and developed to cover many
different models of interaction. This volume presents a wide-ranging
handbook to item response theory - and its applications to educational
and psychological testing. It will serve as both an introduction to the
subject and also as a comprehensive reference volume for practitioners
and researchers. It is organized into six major sections: the nominal
categories model, models for response time or multiple attempts on
items, models for multiple abilities or cognitive components,
nonparametric models, models for nonmonotone items, and models
with special assumptions. Each chapter in the book has been written by
an expert of that particular topic, and the chapters have been carefully
edited to ensure that a uniform style of notation and presentation is
used throughout. As a result, all researchers whose work uses item
response theory will find this an indispensable companion to their work
and it will be the subject's reference volume for many years to come.
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As the inaugural volume of the new Brill book series Gendering the
Trans-Pacific World: Diaspora, Empire, and Race , this anthology
presents an emergent interdisciplinary and multidisciplinary field that
highlights the inextricable link between gender and the trans-Pacific
world. The anthology features twenty-one chapters by new and
established scholars and writers. They collectively examine the
geographies of empire, the significance of intimacy and affect, the
importance of beauty and the body, and the circulation of culture. This
is an ideal volume to introduce advanced undergraduate and graduate
students to trans-Pacific Studies and gender as a category of analysis.
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ThisvolumecontainstheproceedingsoftheconferenceonComputer
AidedVe- ?cation, CAV 2004,held in Boston,Massachusetts,USA, July13-
17,2004.CAV 2004 was the 16th in a series of conferences dedicated to
the advancement of the theory and practice of computer-assisted
formal analysis methods for software and hardware systems. The
conference covers the spectrum from theoretical - sults to concrete
applications, with an emphasis on practical veri'cation tools and the
algorithms and techniques that are needed for their implementation.
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The conference has traditionally drawn participation from researchersas
well as practitioners in both academia and industry. CAV 2004 was
colocated with the ACM International Symposium on So- ware Testing
and Analysis (ISSTA 2004), and was partially sponsored by the
ACMSIGSOFT.
Thecolocationre'ectstheincreasingsynergybetweenresearch on
veri'cation and testing, and emerging applications of formal veri'cation
to softwareanalysis.Joint CAV-ISSTA events included a distinguished
plenary l- ture by David Harel and a special session exploring various
approaches to the speci'cation and veri'cation of concurrent software
organized by Shaz Qadeer.


