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Women in New Religions offers an engaging look at women’s evolving
place in the birth and development of new religious movements. It
focuses on four disparate new religions—Mormonism, Seventh-day
Adventism, The Family International, and Wicca—to illuminate their
implications for gender socialization, religious leadership and
participation, sexuality, and family ideals. Religious worldviews and
gender roles interact with one another in complicated ways. This is
especially true within new religions, which frequently set roles for
women in ways that help the movements to define their boundaries in
relation to the wider society. As new religious movements emerge, they
often position themselves in opposition to dominant society and
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concomitantly assert alternative roles for women. But these religions
are not monolithic: rather than defining gender in rigid and repressive
terms, new religions sometimes offer possibilities to women that are
not otherwise available. Vance traces expectations for women as the
religions emerge, and transformation of possibilities and
responsibilities for women as they mature. Weaving theory with
examination of each movement’s origins, history, and beliefs and
practices, this text contextualizes and situates ideals for women in new
religions. The book offers an accessible analysis of the complex factors
that influence gender ideology and its evolution in new religious
movements, including the movements’ origins, charismatic leadership
and routinization, theology and doctrine, and socio-historical contexts.
It shows how religions shape definitions of women’s place in a way that
is informed by response to social context, group boundaries, and
identity. Additional Resources
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Sommario/riassunto The sentence "children have to be educated ..." seems all at once like a
foregone conclusion, an injunction and an ideal. It seems obvious to
adhere to what seems to be an anthropological invariant. However, this
work proposes another perspective based on philosophical and
historical studies of two major periods: a long nineteenth century
tormented by the Revolution and emancipation, which gave birth to the
central figure of the school, and a twentieth century moulded by
extreme violence and concern about the human being. Focusing on
theoretical and practical experiments that reveal the contradictions or
flaws of educational apparatuses, this book engages in a critical
philosophical approach on the "ideology of education" which has
commanded, for two or three centuries at least, our ways of learning,
of socialising, of helping.
La phrase "il faut eduquer les enfants ..." sonne simultanement comme
une evidence, une injonction et un ideal. Il semble evident d'adherer a
ce qui semble meme un invariant anthropologique. Le present ouvrage
propose pourtant une autre perspective grace a des etudes
philosophiques et historiques s'appuyant sur deux grandes periodes :
un long XIXe siecle tourmente par la revolution et l'emancipation, qui
genere la figure centrale de l'ecole, et un XXe siecle travaille par
l'extreme violence et l'inquietude sur l'humain. Portant sur des
experimentations theoriques et pratiques, revelant les contradictions
ou les failles des appareils educatifs, l'ouvrage engage une demarche
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philosophique critique sur "l'ideologie de l'education" qui commande,
depuis deux ou trois siecles au moins, nos facons d'apprendre, de
socialiser, d'aider a grandir et de former les petits d'humains dans des
institutions determinees (la famille et l'ecole avant tout) et suivant des
representations et des categories precises (la categorie d'enfance, en
premier lieu). C'est cette "ideologie de l'education" qu'il s'agit ici
d'etudier, de problematiser et d'interroger.


