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Uncovers the surprising cause behind the recent rise of fake news In an
ideal world, journalists act selflessly and in the public interest
regardless of the financial consequences. However, in reality, news
outlets no longer provide the most important and consequential stories
to audiences; instead, news producers adjust news content in response
to ratings, audience demographics, and opinion polls. While such
criticisms of the news media are widely shared, few can agree on the
causes of poor news quality. The People’s News argues that the
incentives in the American free market drive news outlets to report
news that meets audience demands, rather than democratic ideals. In
short, audiences’ opinions drive the content that so often passes off as
“the news. ”The People’s News looks at news not as a type of media but
instead as a commodity bought and sold on the market, comparing
unique measures of news content to survey data from a wide variety of
sources. Joseph Uscinski’s rigorous analysis shows news firms report
certain issues over others—not because audiences need to know them,
but rather, because of market demands. Uscinski also demonstrates
that the influence of market demands also affects the business of news,
prohibiting journalists from exercising independent judgment and
determining the structure of entire news markets as well as firm
branding.Ultimately, the results of this book indicate profit-motives
often trump journalistic and democratic values. The findings also
suggest that the media actively responds to audiences, thus giving the
public control over their own information environment. Uniting the
study of media effects and media content, The People’s News presents
a powerful challenge to our ideas of how free market media outlets
meet our standards for impartiality and public service.
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Big History is a new field on a grand scale: it tells the story of the
universe over time through a diverse range of disciplines that spans
cosmology, physics, chemistry, astronomy, geology, evolutionary
biology, anthropology, and archaeology, thereby reconciling traditional
human history with environmental geography and natural history.
Weaving the myriad threads of evidence-based human knowledge into
a master narrative that stretches from the beginning of the universe to
the present, the Big History framework helps students make sense of
their studies in all disciplines by illuminating the structures that
underlie the universe and the connections among them. Teaching Big
History is a powerful analytic and pedagogical resource, and serves as a
comprehensive guide for teaching Big History, as well for sharing ideas
about the subject and planning a curriculum around it. Readers are also
given helpful advice about the administrative and organizational
challenges of instituting a general education program constructed
around Big History. The book includes teaching materials, examples,
and detailed sample exercises. This book is also an engaging first-
hand account of how a group of professors built an entire Big History
general education curriculum for first-year students, demonstrating
how this thoughtful integration of disciplines exemplifies liberal
education at its best and illustrating how teaching and learning this
incredible story can be transformative for professors and students
alike.


