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"A reconstruction of the emergence of the Israelite monarchies involves
interpreting historical research, approaching questions of ancient state
formation, synthesizing archaeological research from sites in the
central Canaanite hill country, and reexamining the biblical traditions of
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the early monarchy embedded in the books of Samuel and Kings. This
collection of essays blends textual exegesis with archaeological
perspectives on Saul and Benjamin in order to reconstruct the rise of
early monarchy in Israel and the way it was commemorated in the
biblical narrative"--


