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Honorable Mention, American Sociological Association Section on
Religion Distinguished Book Award A rapidly growing number of
Americans are embracing life outside the bounds of organized religion.
Although America has long been viewed as a fervently religious
Christian nation, survey data shows that more and more Americans are
identifying as “not religious.” There are more non-religious Americans
than ever before, yet social scientists have not adequately studied or
typologized secularities, and the lived reality of secular individuals in
America has not been astutely analyzed. American Secularism
documents how changes to American society have fueled these shifts in
the non-religious landscape and examines the diverse and dynamic
world of secular Americans. This volume offers a theoretical framework
for understanding secularisms. It explores secular Americans’ thought
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and practice to understand secularisms as worldviews in their own
right, not just as negations of religion. Drawing on empirical data, the
authors examine how people live secular lives and make meaning
outside of organized religion. Joseph O. Baker and Buster G. Smith link
secularities to broader issues of social power and organization,
providing an empirical and cultural perspective on the secular
landscape. In so doing, they demonstrate that shifts in American
secularism are reflective of changes in the political meanings of
“religion” in American culture. American Secularism addresses the
contemporary lived reality of secular individuals, outlining forms of
secular identity and showing their connection to patterns of family
formation, sexuality, and politics, providing scholars of religion with a
more comprehensive understanding of worldviews that do not include
traditional religion. Data Analyses Appendix
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Wie lassen sich Programme in der wissenschaftlichen Weiterbildung im
MINT-Bereich fur nicht-traditionelle Zielgruppen, die berufsbegleitend
studieren mochten, etablieren? In 55 Beitragen werden Einblicke in die
Ergebnisse einer sechsjahrigen Forschungs- und Entwicklungsarbeit
zur Etablierung wissenschaftlicher Weiterbildungsprogramme mit dem
Schwerpunkt Umwelt, Energie und Nachhaltigkeit gegeben. Entlang des
gesamten Entwicklungsprozesses werden Aspekte von der
Programmentwicklung uber die Programmplanung bis hin zum
Programmmanagement und einer nachhaltigen Implementierung
theoretisch diskutiert und konkrete praktische Umsetzungen
vorgestellt. Insbesondere wird dabei auf Instruktionsdesign und
Bildungstechnologien, Qualitatsmanagement, Anrechnung von
Kompetenzen und Qualifikationen sowie nachhaltige Verankerungen
wissenschaftlicher Weiterbildung an Hochschulen eingegangen. Jede
theoretische Erschlie3ung ist von praxisorientierten Erfahrungen und
bewahrten Vorgehensweisen begleitet.
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From the Chickasaw fighting the Choctaw in the Southeast to the Sioux
battling the Cheyenne on the Great Plains, warfare was endemic among
the North American Indians when Europeans first arrived on this
continent. An impressive array of offensive weaponry and battle tactics
gave rise to an equally impressive range of defensive technology.
Native Americans constructed very effective armor and shields using
wood, bone, and leather. Their fortifications ranged from simple
refuges to walled and moated stockades to multiple stockades linked in
strategic defensive networks. In this book, David E. Jones offers the
first systematic comparative study of the defensive armor and
fortifications of aboriginal Native Americans. Drawing data from
ethnohistorical accounts and archaeological evidence, he surveys the
use of armor, shields, and fortifications both before European contact



and during the historic period by American Indians from the Southeast
to the Northwest Coast, from the Northeast Woodlands to the desert
Southwest, and from the Sub-Arctic to the Great Plains. Jones also
demonstrates the sociocultural factors that affected warfare and
shaped the development of different types of armor and fortifications.
Extensive eyewitness descriptions of warfare, armor, and fortifications,
as well as photos and sketches of Indian armor from museum
collections, add a visual dimension to the text.



