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Before Tai Hslian-chih's work on the Red Spear Society, the subject was
a little understood movement that seemed of only passing interest to
scholars of China—intriguing for its peculiar beliefs and rituals,
perhaps, but hardly of central importance to modern Chinese history.
Today, however, thanks in no small measure to the pioneering work of
Professor Tai, the Red Spears have gained a secure niche in scholarship
on modern China. Their numbers (reaching perhaps some three million
participants at the height of the movement) and enduring (lasting
intermittently for several decades) should stand as reason enough for
the recent scholarly attention. But the Red Spears have generated
interest for other reasons as well. As research has developed into the
history both of China's traditional rural rebellions and of her

Communist revolution has developed over the past few years, the Red
Spears have assumed increasing significance. A movement which bore
marked similarities to earlier Chinese uprisings (most notably the
Boxers), the Red Spears nevertheless operated in a later period of
history (right through the middle of the twentieth century) which

brought them in direct contact with Communist revolutionaries. An
analysis of the Red Spears thus becomes important both for what it can
tell us about longstanding patterns of rural rebellion in China, and for
what it suggests about the nature of Chinese revolution.






