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Machine generated contents note: Part |. The Puzzle: 1. Breakthrough
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diffusion; 2. Electoral stability and change in mixed regimes; Part Il.
Case Studies: 3. The 1998 election in Slovakia and the 2000 election in
Croatia: model solidifies and is transferred; 4. Defeating a dictator at
the polls and in the streets: the 2000 Yugoslav election; 5. Ukraine: the
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evolution and elements; 10. The cross-national diffusion of
democratizing elections; 11. After the elections: explaining divergent
regime trajectories; 12. Conclusions: democratizing elections,
international diffusion and U.S. democracy assistance.

From 1998 to 2005, six elections took place in postcommunist Europe
that had the surprising outcome of empowering the opposition and
defeating authoritarian incumbents or their designated successors.
Valerie J. Bunce and Sharon L. Wolchik compare these unexpected
electoral breakthroughs. They draw three conclusions. First, the
opposition was victorious because of the hard and creative work of a
transnational network composed of local opposition and civil society
groups, members of the international democracy assistance community
and graduates of successful electoral challenges to authoritarian rule in
other countries. Second, the remarkable run of these upset elections
reflected the ability of this network to diffuse an ensemble of

innovative electoral strategies across state boundaries. Finally,
elections can serve as a powerful mechanism for democratic change.
This is especially the case when civil society is strong, the transfer of
political power is through constitutional means, and opposition leaders
win with small mandates.
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A.A. Scerbina, Suscnost' i iskusstvo slovesnoj ostroty (kalambura). Kiev
1958 - E.P. Chodakova, Kalambur v russkoj literature XVIII v. IN:
Russkaja literaturnaja ree* v XVIll veke. Frazeologizmy. Neologizny.
Kalambury. Moskva 1968, 201-254 - E.P. Chodakova, Kalambury
Puski na i Vzjazemskogo. IN: Obrazovanie stil 1 sti ki russkogo
jazyka v Puskinskuju epochu. Moskva 1964, 285-333 - Gerd Freidhof,
Moglichkeiten und Grenzen der Linguisti in der internationalen
Wortspiel forschung(Nachwort)

An der Wortspielforschung nehmen im Internationalen Rahmen ganz
unterschiedliche Wissenschaftsbereiche teil; aus slavistischer Sicht
stehen naturlich die Literatur- und Sprachwissenschaft im Vordergrund.
Aus diesem Grunde finden sich in den nachgedruckten Beitragen auch
diese beiden Bereiche in gleicher Weise vertreten. Nachdruck und
Nachwort wollen auf einen interdisziplinaren Bereich der Forschung
hinweisen, der sicher aus ganz unterschiedlichen Grunden in der
Russistik und Slavistik stark vernachlassigt worden ist.



