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Tibetan Buddhist scholar-monks have long engaged in face-to-face
public philosophical debates. This original study challenges Orientalist
text-based scholarship, which has missed these lived practices of
Tibetan dialectics. Kenneth Liberman brings these dynamic disputations
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to life for the modern reader through a richly detailed, turn-by-turn
analysis of the monks' formal philosophical reasoning. He argues that
Tibetan Buddhists deliberately organize their debates into formal
structures that both empower and constrain thinking, skillfully using
logic as an interactional tool to organize their
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"In Politics as a Science, two of the world's leading authorities on
Comparative Politics, Philippe C. Schmitter and Marc Blecher, provide a
lively introduction to the concepts and framework to study and analyze
politics. Written with dexterity, concision and clarity, this short text
makes no claim to being scientific. It contains no disprovable
hypotheses, no original collection of evidence, and no search for
patterns of association. Instead, Schmitter and Blecher keep the text
broadly conceptual and theoretical to convey their vision of the
sprawling subject of politics. They map the process in which
researchers try to specify the goal of the trip, some of the landmarks
likely to be encountered en route, and the boundaries that will
circumscribe the effort. Examples, implications and elaborations are
included in footnotes throughout the book. Politics as a Science is an
ideal introduction for anyone interested in, or studying, Comparative
Politics"-- Provided by publisher.
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