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"Drawing on the debate on mediatization of politics this study identifies
cultural meanings, institutional practices and styles of argumentation
as three theoretical dimensions that illuminate both the construction of
journalistic publicity and its potential uses in political action. Based on
the theoretical model, environmental politics is identified as a specific
context for mediatization. In environmental politics, the interplay of
cultural meanings, institutional practices and styles of argumentation
define the construction and use of journalistic publicity in a way that
differs from other fields of politics. The empirical part of this study
analyzes the newspaper coverage of three Finnish environmental
conflicts from 1971, 1994 and 2012. The theoretical model is
transformed into an analytical framework that focuses on discursive
construction of the conflicts (cultural meanings), journalistic frames,
narration and opinion-giving in the coverage of the conflicts and the
publicity practices adopted by actors during the conflicts (institutional
practices) and legitimation of arguments (styles of argumentation).
According to this study, the relation between media and politics in the
field of environmental politics is defined by the increasing cultural
significance of environmental protection from the 1970s to the present.
In the newspaper coverage of the three environmental conflicts studied,
changes on the frames, narration and opinion-giving of journalism
resonated with this cultural change. However, the significance of
environmental protection in the framing, narration and opinion-giving
of journalism was greater in the national newspaper studied compared
to the local newspapers selected based on their proximity to the
conflict sites. Styles of argumentation appeared to be more case
dependent. The increasing cultural significance of environmental
protection did not have a clear effect on how arguments were
legitimated.
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