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Biographic narratives are shaped by many factors. The shape old
people finally select for the retrospective view of their lives, is for
example influenced by the current narrative situation, by the
individual's perception of the past, or by the patterns of reconstruction.
Using the example of 67 biographical narratives, the graduate thesis
"Telling about life in the 20th Century" demonstrates, how cultural
influences shape the practice of memory, and how narrative traditions
ultimately decide on the form of autobiographical representation.



