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How to account for the peculiar attraction of certain photos? How to
deal with the specific use of images in particular contexts? Monika
Schwarzler presents a variety of photographic case studies exploring
visual phenomena from the point of view of media analysis as well as
from sociological, aesthetic, and psychoanalytic perspectives. The
topics range from a new reading of Thomas Struth's street photographs
to CERN photos with their charged rhetoric, from the assault of
photographic close-ups to speculations on an anonymous slide
collection featuring a woman with an ever-present white handbag. The
book is intended for an audience receptive to the analytical appeal of
images, prepared to go beyond what can be taken at face value.
»Monika Schwarzler [hat] aus dem divergenten Material eine analytisch
stringente und zugleich gut lesbare Anleitung dafur geschaffen, wie
man die einem ersten ›muden‹ Blick vertraut erscheinenden Bilder neu
sehen kann: Media Literacy auf hohem Niveau.« Michael Freund,
Fotogeschichte, 143 (2017)  Besprochen in: EIKON, 96 (2016)
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This textbook aims to provide computing skills to analyze data
collected by means of several types of experiments. Generally
speaking, the analysis of data is complementary to experimental
and/or theoretical activities, but, as a matter of fact, a fundamental
part of the training process in scientific degree courses (such as
physics, mathematics, chemistry, biology, and engineering) consists in
different laboratory activities, collecting data and then analyzing and
interpreting them. Different analysis tools are available for this
purpose, including commercial and open-sources ones. Some of them
allow to analyze data in a user-friendly manner, and it can be helpful
for the first approach for a student to a data analysis problem, but, at
the same time, it represents a limit on the real possibility that students
can achieve by using the computation potentiality offered by a good
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knowledge of programming languages. For this reason, at least a
computing course is generally present in scientific degree courses, as
well as in experimental laboratories in which part of the training time is
devoted to analyze and visualize data. Part of the book is devoted to
furnish the rudiments of programming in C++, Python, and other
open-source languages. In the second part, Root, a powerful and
open-source data analysis framework, and the universe of the Python
libraries will be introduced as a complete tool for data analysis, as well
as their application and examples regarding physics experiments
performed in laboratories.


