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The Truth about the Desert explores the living conditions under which
Tuareg refugees from northern Mali rebuild their lives in the Nigerien
diaspora and how these conditions affect their self-understandings and
cultural practices, established status hierarchies, and religious identity
formation. The book counterbalances an earlier scholarly preoccupation
with Tuareg nobility by zoning in on two inferior social status groups,
the Bellah-lklan and free-born vassals, which have been neglected in
conventional accounts of Tuareg society. By offering a multi-layered
analysis of social status and identity formation in the diaspora, it
pleads for a more dynamic understanding of Tuareg socio-political
hierarchies. Analyzing in detail how both status groups rely on
moralizing labels and racial stereotyping to reformulate their own
social and ethnic identity, the study highlights refugees' aspirations
and capacities to remake their imaginary and material worlds in the
face of adverse and often deeply humiliating living conditions. The
book provides vital insights for refugee studies and for scholarly



debates on ethnicity, social identity formation, and memory politics.
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stimulation has demonstrated unprecedented improvements in motor
function thought to be irreversibly lost due to chronic, severe spinal
cord injury. Studies in parallel assess these methods for spasticity
management as an alternative to medications that are often
accompanied by deleterious side effects. As a noninvasive intervention,
transcutaneous spinal cord stimulation holds the great potential to find
its way into wide clinical application. Its firm establishment and lasting
acceptance as clinical practice in spinal cord injury will not only hinge
on the demonstration of safety and efficacy, but also on the delineation
of a conceptual framework of the underlying physiological mechanisms.
This will also require advancing our understanding of immediate and
temporary effects of transcutaneous spinal cord on neuronal circuits in
the intact and injured spinal cord. The purpose of this collection of
papers is to bring together peers in the field to share-and eventually
fuse-their pertinent research into current neurorehabilitation practice

by providing a clinical perspective and novel insights into the
underlying mechanisms.






