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Throughout the last two decades, the modern dialogue movement has
gained worldwide significance. The knowledge about its origins is,
however, still very limited. This book presents a wide range of insights
from eleven case studies into the early history of several important
international interreligious/interfaith dialogue organizations that have
shaped the modern development of interreligious dialogue from the
late nineteenth century up to the present. Based on new archival
research, they describe, on the one hand, how these actors put their
ideals into practice and, on the other, how they faced many challenges
as pioneers in the establishment of new interreligious/interfaith
organizational structures. This book concludes with a comparison of
those case studies, bringing to light new and broader historico-
sociological understanding of the beginnings of international and
multi-religious interreligious/interfaith dialogue organizations over
more than one century.



