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In this ground-breaking study, Sabine Binder analyses the complex
ways in which female crime fictional victims, detectives and
perpetrators in South African crime fiction resonate with widespread
and persistent real crimes against women in post-apartheid South
Africa. Drawing on a wide range of crime novels written over the last
decade, Binder emphasises the genre’s feminist potential and critically
maps its political work at the intersection of gender and race. Her study
challenges the perception of crime fiction as a trivial genre and shows
how, in South Africa at least, it provides a vibrant platform for social,
cultural and ethical debates, exposing violence, misogyny and racism
and shedding light on the problematics of law and justice for women
faced with crime. Readership: All interested in crime fiction and its
gender/racial political potential, its cultural relevance, its ethics and
aesthetics, in South Africa and beyond.
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This Springer Brief examines the combination of computer vision
techniques and machine learning algorithms necessary for humanoid
robots to develop “true consciousness.” It illustrates the critical first
step towards reaching “deep learning,” long considered the holy grail
for machine learning scientists worldwide. Using the example of the
iCub, a humanoid robot which learns to solve 3D mazes, the book
explores the challenges to create a robot that can perceive its own
surroundings. Rather than relying solely on human programming, the
robot uses physical touch to develop a neural map of its environment
and learns to change the environment for its own benefit. These
techniques allow the iCub to accurately solve any maze, if a solution
exists, within a few iterations. With clear analysis of the iCub
experiments and its results, this Springer Brief is ideal for advanced
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level students, researchers and professionals focused on computer
vision, AI and machine learning.


