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When Poland and Ukraine introduced their political, social and
economic system reforms at the beginning of the 1990s, both
economies were at a similar level of economic development (GDP
$9,500 per capita). However, in 2018, Ukrainian GDP per capita had
remained at the same levels since 1991, while in Poland, it had
increased significantly, to more than $27,000 per capita. This book
assesses the reasons for the growing gap between the level of
economic development in Ukraine and Poland. It examines the course
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of events and evaluates the effectiveness of the system
transformations, both in the context of the economy, as a whole, and in
individual regions (Polish 'voivodeships' (provinces) and Ukrainian
'oblasts'). It also analyzes the consequences of the 2008-2009
Ukrainian-Russian gas conflict and 2013-2014 Euromaidan events for
the Ukrainian economy. Additionally, the authors offer an insight into
the migration movements, which have recently been observed in Poland
and Ukraine. This is the first comprehensive, comparative analysis
concerning the spatial diversification of economic development in these
two countries, and the authors highlight the ways in which these
reforms have proved effective in Poland and hardly effective in Ukraine.
This analysis helps to identify the basic interrelations between the core
macroeconomic variables at the regional level and the impact of
political events from both a national and regional perspective. The
book will appeal to academics, researchers and policy makers
interested in the economic and political changes in these two countries,
in a comparative setting and on national and regional levels, as well as
those working on issues of EU integration.


