1. Record Nr.
Titolo

Pubbl/distr/stampa

Descrizione fisica
Collana

Disciplina
Soggetti

Lingua di pubblicazione
Formato
Livello bibliografico

Sommario/riassunto

UNINA9910476755203321

Family instructions for the Yan Clan and other works by Yan Zhitui
(531-590s) / / edited by Paul W. Kroll

Berlin : , : De Gruyter Mouton, , 2021

1 online resource (xliii, 585 pages)
Library of Chinese humanities

170.951

Ethics - China - History
Ethics - China

Inglese
Materiale a stampa
Monografia

Yan Zhitui (531-590s) was a courtier and cultural luminary who lived a
colourful life during one of the most chaotic periods, known as the
Northern and Southern Dynasties, in Chinese history. Beginning his
career in the southern Liang court, he was taken captive to the north
after the Liang capital fell, and served several northern dynasties.
Today he remains one of the best-known medieval writers for his
book-length "family instructions" (jiaxun), the earliest surviving and the
most influential of its kind. Completed in his last years, the work
resembles a long letter addressed to his sons, in which he discusses a
wide range of topics from family relations and remarriage to religious
faith, philology, cultural arts, and codes of conduct in public and
private life. It is filled with vivid details of contemporary social life, and
with the author's keen observations of the mores of north and south
China. This is a new, complete translation into English, with critical
notes and introduction, and based on recent scholarship, of Yan
Zhitui's Family Instructions, and of all of his extant literary works,
including his self-annotated poetic autobiography and a never-before-
translated fragmentary rhapsody, as well as of his biographies in
dynastic histories.
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An extraordinary outbreak of xenophaobic violence in May 2008
shocked South Africa, but hostility toward newcomers has a long
history. Democratization has channeled such discontent into a non-
racial nationalism that specifically targets foreign Africans as a threat to
prosperity. Finding suitable governmental and societal responses
requires a better understanding of the complex legacies of segregation
that underpin current immigration policies and practices.

Unfortunately, conventional wisdoms of path dependency promote



excessive fatalism and ignore how much South Africa is a typical settler
state. A century ago, its policy makers shared innovative ideas with
Australia and Canada, and these peers, which now openly wrestle with
their own racist past, merit renewed attention. As unpalatable as the
comparison might be to contemporary advocates of multiculturalism,
rethinking restrictions in South Africa can also offer lessons for
reconciling competing claims of indigeneity through multiple levels of
representation and rights.
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