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This book studies the transition of agency and self-identity in young
women aspiring for a career. Valued Daughters traces the spread of
ambition for lifetime careers among young women in urban India, who
are effecting many changes by stepping out of their traditional roles to
pursue higher education and jobs. It analyses intersecting transitions-
demographic, educational, economic, social, and cultural, with their
individual histories and trajectories-that form the context of this study.
Using first-hand narratives of women and their families, this book
illustrates a new and changing sense of self among these daughters,
whose mothers never had careers of their own. Focusing on the way



these young career-oriented women engage with immediate society
and the world at large, this book explores how they view traditional
roles and how they are, in turn, viewed by the society.



