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Volume 17, entitled Lead: Its Effects on Environment and Health of the
series Metal Ions in Life Sciences centers on the interrelations between
biosystems and lead. The book provides an up-to-date review of the
bioinorganic chemistry of this metal and its ions; it covers the
biogeochemistry of lead, its use (not only as gasoline additive) and
anthropogenic release into the environment, its cycling and speciation
in the atmosphere, in waters, soils, and sediments, and also in
mammalian organs. The analytical tools to determine and to quantify
this toxic element in blood, saliva, urine, hair, etc. are described. The
properties of lead(II) complexes formed with amino acids, peptides,
proteins (including metallothioneins), nucleobases, nucleotides, nucleic
acids, and other ligands of biological relevance are summarized for the
solid state and for aqueous solutions as well. All this is important for
obtaining a coherent picture on the properties of lead, its effects on
plants and toxic actions on mammalian organs. This and more is
treated in an authoritative and timely manner in the 16 stimulating
chapters of Volume 17, which are written by 36 internationally
recognized experts from 13 nations. The impact of this recently again
vibrant research area is manifested in nearly 2000 references, over 50
tables and more than 100 illustrations (half in color). Lead: Its Effects
on Environment and Health is an essential resource for scientists
working in the wide range from material sciences, inorganic
biochemistry all the way through to medicine including the clinic ... not
forgetting that it also provides excellent information for teaching.
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Between 1942 and 1958, J. Edgar Hoover's Federal Bureau of
Investigation conducted a sweeping and sustained investigation of the
motion picture industry to expose Hollywood's alleged subversion of
"the American Way" through its depiction of social problems, class
differences, and alternative political ideologies. FBI informants (their
names still redacted today) reported to Hoover's G-men on screenplays
and screenings of such films as Frank Capra's It's a Wonderful Life
(1946), noting that "this picture deliberately maligned the upper class
attempting to show that people who had money were mean and
despicable characters." The FBI's anxiety over this film was not unique;
it extended to a wide range of popular and critical successes, including
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The Grapes of Wrath (1940), The Best Years of Our Lives (1946),
Crossfire (1947) and On the Waterfront (1954).In J. Edgar Hoover Goes
to the Movies, John Sbardellati provides a new consideration of
Hollywood's history and the post-World War II Red Scare. In addition to
governmental intrusion into the creative process, he details the efforts
of left-wing filmmakers to use the medium to bring social problems to
light and the campaigns of their colleagues on the political right,
through such organizations as the Motion Picture Alliance for the
Preservation of American Ideals, to prevent dissemination of "un-
American" ideas and beliefs.Sbardellati argues that the attack on
Hollywood drew its motivation from a sincerely held fear that film
content endangered national security by fostering a culture that would
be at best apathetic to the Cold War struggle at best, or, at its worst,
conducive to communism at home. Those who took part in Hollywood's
Cold War struggle, whether on the left or right, shared one common
trait: a belief that the movies could serve as engines for social change.
This strongly held assumption explains why the stakes were so high
and, ultimately, why Hollywood became one of the most important
ideological battlegrounds of the Cold War.


