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By now you have probably heard the term "critical thinking" mentioned
frequently in the context of your experience in higher education. Much
discussion has taken place among educators, professors and many
others regarding how to infuse and incorporate critical thinking into
the various disciplines and how to help students such as yourself
become better able to use it in their studies as well as in their lives
generally. It is of course important to start your study of critical
thinking by attempting to define this, at times, elusive concept. But,
where shall we start? The very term suggests that it has something to
do with offering a critique or, more simply, a judgment about someone
or something. To some extent, that is true. Critical thinking requires at
the very least that you exercise judgment about a topic or issue that
has come to your attention and that interests you, for one reason or
another. But, that is not the whole story. For one thing, when you
engage in critical thinking in the philosophical sense, it is very
important to remember that you are not judging people. Instead, you
are judging or evaluating what another person or group of people say
or assert.
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