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In this volume, the authors bring fresh approaches to the subject of
royal and noble households in medieval and early modern Europe. The
essays focus on the people of the highest social rank: the nuclear and
extended royal family, their household attendants, noblemen and
noblewomen as courtiers, and physicians. Themes include financial and
administrative management, itinerant households, the household of an
imprisoned noblewoman, blended households, and cultural influence.
The essays are grounded in sources such as records of court
ceremonial, economic records, letters, legal records, wills, and
inventories. The authors employ a variety of methods, including
prosopography, economic history, visual analysis, network analysis,
and gift exchange, and the collection is engaged with current political,
sociological, anthropological, gender, and feminist theories.


