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Mike brings to this work his comprehensive experience and
consummate technical talent in a beautifully readable book. A treasure.
--Frank Cummings, Former Adjunct Lecturer in Law at UVA Law School,
Columbia Law School, NYU Law School, and ALI-ABA Retirement
Savings Policy reviews the basic policies that govern retirement savings
plans, and their real world application, focusing on the key issues of
finance, taxation, fiduciary conduct, and employee choice. The
discussion is framed around the three fundamental challenges
confronting employers and employees today - the pension legacy, the
401(k) revolution, and the pressure, from policymakers, regulators,
opinion leaders, and individuals, for changes that will put retirement
security within reach of all Americans. With more than 40 years'
experience in the field, Michael P. Barry provides both a wealth of
practical detail - best practices and concrete solutions - and a broad
framework for understanding the issues surrounding retirement plans
and strategies. The result is a comprehensive introduction to the forces
that drive sponsor, participant, and policymaker decision-making. This
is the perfect book for benefits and financial professionals who want a
better understanding of the basic rules that govern retirement plan
administration but also serves those interested in truly understanding
the nuances and issues surrounding retirement plans and policies. The
approach is practical, focusing on how US retirement plans actually
work, how they are taxed (and not taxed), how they are regulated. But it
is also conceptual, devoting considerable attention to an understanding
of why these plans work the way they do. Why regulators and
policymakers are so focused on a handful of issues - expanding
coverage, reducing fees, fairness. And, at the highest level, what are
the problems that we are trying to solve. As such, much of what we
discuss will be of interest to a more general reader, who wants a
realistic understanding of what is really at stake in current retirement
policy debates.
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Geo-mathematical modelling: models from complexity science  Sir Alan
Wilson, Centre for Advanced Spatial Analysis, University College London
Mathematical and computer models for a complexity science tool kit
Geographical systems are characterised by locations, activities at
locations, interactions between them and the infrastructures that carry
these activities and flows. They can be described at a great variety of
scales, from individuals and organisations to countries. Our
understanding, often partial, of these entities, and in many cases this
understanding is represented in theories and associated mathematical
models.  In this book, the main examples are models that represent
elements of the global system covering such topics as trade, migration,
security and development aid together with examples at finer scales.
This provides an effective toolkit that can not only be applied to global
systems, but more widely in the modelling of complex systems. All
complex systems involve nonlinearities involving path dependence and
the possibility of phase changes and this makes the mathematical
aspects particularly interesting. It is through these mechanisms that
new structures can be seen to ‘emerge’, and hence the current notion
of ‘emergent behaviour’. The range of models demonstrated include
account-based models and biproportional fitting, structural dynamics,
space-time statistical analysis, real-time response models, Lotka-
Volterra models representing ‘war’, agent-based models, epidemiology
and reaction-diffusion approaches, game theory, network models and
finally, integrated models.  Geo-mathematical modelling: Presents
mathematical models with spatial dimensions. Provides representations
of path dependence and phase changes. Illustrates complexity science
using models of trade, migration, security and development aid.
Demonstrates how generic models from the complexity science tool kit
can each be applied in a variety of situations  This book is for
practitioners and researchers in applied mathematics, geography,
economics, and interdisciplinary fields such as regional science and
complexity science. It can also be used as the basis of a modelling
course for postgraduate students.


