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First signs of westernization -- The Jewish population of Syria -- The
Jews in the local economy -- Leadership and communal administration
-- Education, traditional and modern -- Equality before the law -- The
Ra'aya and the machinery of the Ottoman state -- Majority-minority
relations -- Interminority relations -- 'Ships of fire' -- "'The Princes of
Israel' -- Conclusion: An era of transition.

This pioneering study offers a comprehensive account of Syria's key
Jewish communities at an important juncture in their history that also
throws light on the broader effects of modernization in the Ottoman
empire.



