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This acclaimed, wide-ranging biography of Moses Mendelssohn (1729-
96) was first published in 1973, but its stature as the definitive
biography remains unquestioned. Moses Mendelssohn came to be
recognized as the inaugurator of a new phase in Jewish history. His life
was a kaleidoscope of the European intellectual scene, Jewish and non-
Jewish. As both a prominent philosopher and a believing Jew,
Mendelssohn became a spokesman for the Jews and Judaism. What was
Mendelssohn's Judaism like? To what extent did the disparate worlds of
Judaism and modern Enlightenment jostle each other in his mind and to
what degree could he harmonize them? These questions are not easily
answered, and it is only in the aggregate of a multitude of accounts of
experiences, reaction, and statements on his part that the answer is to
be found.



